
 
I was elected as an ordinary member of the ABACBS executive in April 2016 and 
would like to be re-elected to the executive committee in 2019. I believe it is 
essential that teaching academics are involved in the society, as well as 
representatives from outside the main bioinformatics centres in Australia. In the 
next year, I hope to continue working with others on the committee to promote 
bioinformatics as both a profession and a research discipline across the country.  
 
I am a statistician by training, and my research focus has always been statistical 
applications in the fields of genetics and genomics. I have lived in the US, the 
Netherlands and Australia and have worked at both medical research institutes 
and universities. I am also mum to 3 boys aged 12 and under.  
 
I was heavily involved in the bioinformatics community in Sydney for several 
years, where I started the Bioinformatics User Group (BUG) meetings at the 
Garvan/VCCRI as well as organising the Sydney Bioinformatics Research 
Symposium from 2011-14. In 2015 I was the co-convenor of both the ABACBS 
conference and BioInfoSummer. 2015 was also the year I relocated (back) to 
Perth, where I am an Associate Professor in Statistics at Murdoch University and 
the co-ordinator for the Bioinformatics unit taught as part of the Biostatistics 
Collaboration of Australia postgraduate program. In March 2017, I organised the 
first and very successful ABACBS event in WA and I am the convenor of 
BioInfoSummer 2018, which will be held in Perth for the first time next week. 
 
I am committed to developing the career prospects of bioinformaticians through 
mentoring, outreach and education. I believe that we need to create a strong 
sense of community and purpose within our discipline. I am also a firm believer 
in equity and representation for all.  
 
I am currently the only teaching academic on the committee, which I believe 
gives me a unique perspective that is essential to representing all areas of 
bioinformatics.  I am also the interim head of the ABACBS Education sub-
committee. I am very keen to continue my involvement with ABACBS and 
advocating for bioinformatics in Australia, and hope to be re-elected to do so.  
 


