
 

 

 

Minutes of the ABACBS AGM 2017 
 

Date: 15th November, 2017 

Time: 1-2 pm (ACDT) 

Venue: SAHMRI Auditorium - Ground Level 

 

1. Meeting opened at 1:00 pm 

Tony Papenfuss (chair) welcomes everyone and opens ABACBS AGM. 

 

1. Attendance and Apologies 

Attendees 

 

First Name Last Name 
Monther Alhamdoosh 
Stuart Archer 
Luis Alberto Arriola-Martinez 
Melanie Bahlo 
Adele Barugahare 
Greg Bass 
Katrina Bell 
Terry Bertozzi 
Dharmesh Dinesh Bhuva 
Jimmy Breen 
Daniel Cameron 
Nikeisha Caruana 
Gulrez Chahal 
Alistair Chalk 
Yih-Chih Chan 
David Chisanga 
Jarny Choi 
Marek Cmero 
Vincent Corbin 
Hannah Coughlan 
Joseph Cursons 
Aaron Darling 

 



 

Harriet Dashnow 
Melissa Davis 
Quang Doan 
Maria Doyle 
Richard Edwards 
Liam Fearnley 
Zhi Ping Feng 
Kahli Flekac 
Christoffer Flensburg 
Gabriel Foley 
Alexandra Garnham 
Shila Ghazanfar 
Simon Gladman 
Benjamin Goudey 
Patricia Graham 
Philippa Griffin 
Emily Hackett-Jones 
Paul Harrison 
Joshua Ho 
Kristy Horan 
Jiayuan Huang 
Hannah Huckstep 
Eddie Ip 
Cameron Jack 
David Koppstein 
Enid Lam 
Roxane Legaie 
Andrew Lonsdale 
WEI LU 
David Lynn 
Trussart Marie 
John Markham 
Annette McGrath 
Heloisa Helena Milioli 
Monika Mohenska 
Max Moldovan 
Philippe Moncuquet 
Jacob Munro 
Valentine Murigneux 
Haroon Naeem 
Milica Ng 
Alicia Oshlack 
Madeleine Otway 
Tony Papenfuss 
 



 

Ellis Patrick 
Ralph Patrick 
Andrew Pattison 
Andrew Perry 
David Powell 
Anna Quaglieri 
Mirana Ramialison 
Matthew Ritchie 
Alan Rubin 
Simon Sadedin 
John Salamon 
Klay Saunders 
Alexandra Jazmin Roth Schulze 
Torsten Seemann 
Anup Dileep Shah 
Clare Sloggett 
Melanie Smith 
Terence Speed 
Sriganesh Srihari 
Leon Di Stefano 
Anna Syme 
Daniel Thomson 
Kirill Tsyganov 
Sonika Tyagi 
Ismael Vergara 
Matthew Wakefield 
Holly Whitfield 
Sarah Williams 
Clarissa Womack 
Nick Wong 
Jean Yang 
Andrian Yang 
Luke Zappia 
 

Apologies: Nicola Armstrong 

2. Proxies received (total = 11) 

7 electronic proxies received, one ineligible due to membership payment and 4 paper             

proxies. 

Electronic proxies  
Name of member Proxy 
Leah Roberts Harriet Dashnow 
Momeneh Foroutan Melissa Davis 

 



 

John Toubia Tony Papenfuss 
Lavinia Gordon RO 
Martin O'Hely RO 
Lachlan MacIntosh Alan Rubin 
Nicola Roberts Tony Papenfuss 
Paper proxies  
Name of member Proxy 
Gordon Smyth Melissa Davis 
Roland Mosbergen Melissa Davis 
Joscelyn Sietsma 
Penington Alan Rubin 
Mark Schultz RO 
 

As there are 207 members in the society (as at 7th November 2017), the attendance of 110                 

members (including 99 physically present at the AGM and 11 proxies) represents 53.1 %              

of membership. A quorum has been reached. 

 

4. Acceptance of 2016 Annual general meeting’s minutes 

Tony asks for any comments regarding minutes of 2016 AGM minutes. 

Motion: Joshua Ho moved to accept to accept the previous Annual General            

meeting’s minutes dated 2nd November 2016 

Seconded: Liam Fearnley  

Against: 0 

Abstain: 0 

For: unanimous 

Tony declares the resolution is passed 

 

3. Acceptance of the Annual Report of the Management Committee 

The annual report of the management committee was made available in the preceding             

weeks. 

The report describes some of all of the society’s activities over the last 12 months. 

Tony invites any questions or comments. 

Motion: Joshua Ho moved to accept to accept the Annual Report of the             

Management Committee 

Seconded: 

Against: 0 

 



 

Abstain: 0 

For: unanimous 

Tony declares the resolution is passed. 

 

4. Acceptance of the Annual Financial report. 

Melissa Davis gave a breakdown of the financial position of the association. The full              

financial report is attached to the minutes. The final position of the society ending June               

2017. 

Total revenue: $148,495.52 

Total expenditure: $87,118.18 

Net income: $61,377.34 

Melissa notes that costs for ABACBS conference and COMBINE symposium 2016 was not             

finalised until after the FYE 2017, leaving an overhanging liability of approximately            

$26,000.00. 

The society has received sponsorship from BioPlatforms Australia for an administrative           

assistant for $30,000.00, which has been transferred to the host institution WEHI which will              

hold that position. 

The position of the society at the end of the financial year is $145,257.20 cash assets in                 

society bank account. 

Melissa Davis invited questions from members. 

 

Tony Papenfuss: What is the current position of the society? 

 

Melissa: Currently looking very healthy, since we have not paid for the conference yet, so               

we can’t give a good answer to that yet. Our current position is about $150,000.00. The                

amount of money in the various sub-committees, FYE 2017 COMBINE was carrying a             

surplus of a little over $7,000.00, the conference sub-committee has a healthy nest egg to               

carry through $30,000.00, and SPRS is up about $600. 

 

David Lynn: The conference will make a small profit, there will be no net cost.  

 

Melissa: All of our conferences run a small turnover, largely due to the organising              

committee, we don’t use conference company and held at institutional venues for little or              

 



 

no cost. Since the end of the financial year and to address Tony’s questions, we have                

started receiving paid financial memberships, which have not been shown on the financial             

report amount to approximately $13,000.00. The paid memberships will allow us to            

continue to provide a good experience for everyone. On a personal note it has been a                

pleasure to run as treasurer for the last 3 years. 

 

Tony asked for the Annual Financial Report to be accepted. 

Motion: Terry Speed moved to accept the Annual Financial Report 

Seconded: Miran 

Against: 0 

Abstain: 0 

For: unanimous 

Tony declares the report accepted. 

5. Proposed changes to the ABACBS constitution 

Tony provided background regarding the regulations regarding the process to change           

ABACBS constitution and discussed the need to change rules from the generic set which              

was initially adopted when society was incorporated. Tony asked if there were any             

questions regarding the process of passing special resolutions. 

 

Special Resolution 1: Change the membership period from the same fixed 12 month 
block for all members to 12 months from anniversary of financial membership. 

 

Tony discussed the motivations for special resolution 1 and invited questions and            

comments. 

 

Clay: How will this affect current members? 

Tony: As no member has been financial for >12 months, we can transition straight onto the                

new system if it is accepted. Current members will thus be better off. 

Tony asked for moves to accept the change. 

Motion: Harriet Dashnow moved to accept the changes in Special Resolution 1 

Seconded: Melissa Davis 

Against: 0 

Abstain: 0 

 



 

For: unanimous 

Tony declares special resolution 1 passed. 

 

Special Resolution 2: Permanently add the following positions to the executive           

committee: 

a) Student Representative; 

b) Post-doc Representative; 

c) Professional Bioinformatician Representative; 

d) At least 2 Ordinary Members; 

e) Past-president; 

and further require that: 

a) Candidates for election to the position of Student Representative be enrolled at the time               

of nomination; 

b) Candidates for election to the position of Post-doc Representative be post-doctoral            

researchers at the time of nomination; 

c) Candidates for election to the position of Professional Bioinformatician Representative           

be Professional Bioinformaticians at the time of nomination; 

 

Tony discussed the motivations for special resolution 2 and invited questions and            

comments. 

Torsten: Can you tell us what the definition of a professional bioinformatician is? 

David Powell: A bioinformatician based in a variety of non academic roles, including             

service roles and infra-structure. 

Tony: That sits in documents that the executive has written, it is not currently in the                

constitution but can be added later. 

Torsten: Is there any definition of a post-doc? 

Tony: The purpose of the role is to represent people who have completed a PhD, they are                 

in a pre-independence phase, early career researchers and it is to represent their needs. 

Alan Rubin: Agreed. I think many people have an intuitive idea of what a post-doc is. 

 

Tony asked for moves to accept the change. 

Motion: Alan Rubin moved to accept the changes in Special Resolution 2 

Seconded: Melanie Bahlo 

 



 

Against: 0 

Abstain: 0 

For: unanimous 

Tony declares special resolution 2 passed. 

 

Special Resolution 3: That each candidate be given the opportunity to publish a written 

statement in support of her or his election. 

 

Tony discussed the motivations for special resolution 3 and invited questions and            

comments. 

Torsten Seeman: When is the time requirement that statements have to be available? 

Tony: There are time requirements listed in the changes documentation. The key thing is              

that it needs to go out to the members early enough that they can take it into account for                   

proxy votes. 

 

Tony asked for moves to accept the change. 

Motion: Matt Ritchie moved to accept the changes in Special Resolution 3 

Seconded:  

Against: 0 

Abstain: 0 

For: unanimous 

Tony declares special resolution 3 passed. 

 

6. Proposed resolutions 

Tony discussed the need to set the annual fee each year, presented Resolution 1 and               

invited questions and comments. 

 

Resolution 1: Set the membership fees until the next AGM to $80 for full membership 

and $20 for student membership. 

Melissa: I’d encourage to all to support this resolution fir the sustainability of the society, 

to continue to provide support our members. I’d like to speak in support of resolution 1. 

Terry Speed: How many students and full members? 

 



 

Tony: 70 students and about 134 full members all in this financial year. 

Terry Speed: I would like to propose that $20 be made zero. 

Tony: We’ll have to vote on this one first, but we’ll see what happens. 

Tony asked for moves to accept the change. 

Motion: moved to accept the changes in Resolution 1 

Seconded:  

Against: 2 

Abstain: 0 

For: unanimous 

Tony declares resolution 1 passed. 

 

7. Appointment of Returning Officer 

Tony expressed appreciation to Melissa Davis, David Lynn and Harriet Dashnow who are             

all stepping off the executive committee.  

Tony declared all positions vacant and appoints Melissa Davis as returning officer. 

 

8.  Elections 

The following positions are uncontested: 

Position  Nominee 

President  Tony Papenfuss 

Vice President  Aaron Darling 

Secretary  Joshua Ho 

Treasurer  Annette McGrath 

Student Representative  Leah Roberts 

 

Melissa declared that the above nominees as elected unopposed to the positions they             

have been nominated to. 

 

We have to hold a ballot for  

Ordinary Member - candidates were Nicola Armstrong, Ben Goudey, Alicia Oshlack           

and David Powell 

Professional Bioinformatician - candidates were Ben Goudey and Roxane Legaie 

Post-Doc representative - candidates were Ralph Patrick and Alan Rubin 

 



 

 

While waiting for the ballot to be counted, Joshua Ho opened a discussion of what the                

membership wanted from paid membership. 

Private or public directory of members to interact with each other? 

To increase engagement between society members. 

Make more use of the slack channel 

A directory would be relatively easy to set up, and allow users to opt in. 

Discounts for society members at meetings. 

COMBINE, other events across Australia? 

What would be the cost recovery if this was to be broadened? 

Career awards. 

Student travel awards, based on distance from ABACBS 

Best thesis 

 

Ballot results 

Ordinary Member  

Nicola Armstrong - 74 votes 

Ben Goudey - 14 votes 

Alicia Oschlack - 66 votes 

David Powell - 63 votes 

Professional Bioinformatician representative 

Ben Goudey - 38 votes 

Roxane Legaie - 70 votes 

Post-Doc representative  

Ralph Patrick - 29 votes 

Alan Rubin - 78 votes 

Abstain: 2 

Melissa Davis declared Ordinary members Nicola Armstrong and Alicia Oshlack,          

Professional Bioinformatician representative Roxane Legaie and Post-doc representative        

Alan Rubin. 

 

9. Meeting Close 

 



 

Tony Papenfuss resumed as the meeting Chair and thanked everyone involved in counting             

votes.  

And announced that next year’s ABACBS conference will be held in Melbourne and in              

2019 in Sydney together with GIW.  

Meeting closed at 2pm. 

 


